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fa.mily and I joined the

“¢hurch and became active

Y twas 'rhe summer of
- ‘86 when I moved
. to Springfield from members. I was even

Alton...,. - ‘blessed with a job doing

. Eyen then, at ﬁhe ?mder ‘janitorial and mainte- " -
age of 16, I was longing . - nance work at the church.
to be partaf something; - el A 1 also volunteered to try
— to make a changein EGINALDDALE™ . to help curb the violence
my community. I wanted : on the east side through
wbeempoweredmdm ol the Cease Fire Program,

. return empowertheless  tonoavail. - yet I still wasn't content.

- fortunate. However, I In the summer of 2014,  Ifelt asif I still needed
went about obtaining that ~ while attending a hot to do more and be more
power in all the wrong lunch program at Cal- for me, my family and my
Wi vary Missionary Baptist community.’

got involved with Church, I was invited to 1got involved with
ga.ngs 1 sold drugs and bring my family to Sunday registering and educat-
eventually landed myself  service. It took a couple ing voters and the GOTV
;a:l Thatlifestyleand  of invites, but I eventually  (get out the vote) through
quest for power wenton  did just that: :
forsthe nexms-p]us years In fact, my beautiful SEE DALE, PLi
D ALE Last December, I also spoke  the Faith Coalition to help
at Faith Coalition’s Prayer ~ change the dominate narr:
From Page P11 Vigil following the Ferguson tive of systemic racism an¢
) decision. to spread the word about
my pastor’s son, Samuel In the spring of 2015, 1 our mission to bring equal
Johnson. I worked on both  worked on several projects ity to all people through ot
Sen. Andy Manar’s and that required me to gointo  various issue task forces.
Rep. Sue Scherer’s cam- the eastside community I am also working with
paigns. After havingthat  and build relationships with  Andre Neal and the Com-
taste of victory, I wanted  people in the neighborhood, munity Health Connectior
to get more involved with encouraging them to get to form a task force that w
my community, involved in discussions that  advocate for better medica
My pastor, Silas John-  addressed everything from  care, health coverage and
sou, is the president nutrition to securing gainful supplies for those who nee
of the Faith Coalition employment. it the most.
for the Common Good In November, I attended - This work has given
and through him I met a Gamaliel weeidong me hope, excitement and
my mentor and friend, leadership training in motivation. I know that or
Shelly Heideman. I was California. Gamaliel isour ~ person can organize many
introduced to the “art of parent organization. It was  to make a powerful chang
organizing. during this training that I~ in our community. I want-
In the wake of the really had a chance to do be that person. My goal is
Michael Brown uprising some deep soul searching,  be a professional organize
in Ferguson, Missouri, and I got clarity on whatit  for the Faith Coalition.
I participated in a press was that I was put on this
conference withlocallaw  earth to do. — Reginald Dale is an
enforcement to build the #ORGANIZE active member of the Fait
bridge of respect between Since I've returned from  Coalition for the Commos
the police department and  the Gamaliel training, I've ~ Good,
the minority community.  been working closely with



