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Major moves for the common good

he day I looked in always about cutting educa-~
I the mirror, I knew ¥ ) tion funding.
it was time to make 1 o 1'went back to the mirror,
achange, but I didn’t know ; : reflecting on some conversa-
what it was that I wanted to g tions I've heard along the
change. ﬁs way from parents voicing
At this point, it was a L their concerns and not
change in careers. I went CELESTE DEA knowing who to talk to:
from CNA to licensed someone that they could
massage therapist to entre- trust. Then I realized, “Tt all
preneur; that wasn't enough  how the school was handling  starts at home”
for me. My soul was longing  the process. Education is Tt has to be in the par-
for more. high on my priority list. ent’s self-interest to want to
One night I was having a My children began tolose  make this change; it took
discussion with oneof my  their focus in school, which  self-perseverance, self-deter-
daughters, She was being led to retaliation on the mination and searching for
bullied, and soon after that  bully, which resulted in their  information, aligning myself
- another daughter was as suspension. with others on this path of
well. I addressed the issue All of this happened change.
with school administrators ~ because of this safety issue It was four years ago that
and, eventually, the school — bullying. © Iwasintroduced to Faith
board. 1began to attend school  Coalition for the Common
1didr’t knowhowtoface  board meetings and city Good. I knew I was on the
these issues alone, beinga  council meetings, but I right path. The Education
single parent with four chil-  never heard how they Task Force took immediate
dren. I didn't know whereto  intended to keep children
look, nordid Tunderstand  safe. The meetings were SEE MOVES, P14
MOVES Leadership Training Itwas - safe inschools safe in schools.
week-long training hel i e .
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getting the School District’s  other leaders to attend. school’s violence and crime e
Annual Family Handbook During the leadership rate. organizations, identify
updated, as well as helping  training, I learned how The public schools have a i.\c?gx?;:]l%i’]nes .Ofsgncem
make a systematic change  to become an effective large incidence of violence  th 3} gls’t,h e
with the bullying policy for ~ organizer. I became clearer  and crime in Springfield ab%l:tstehves and otners
District 186. about what Ivaluein life,  After the Gamaliel National ~work to oth lSSlfloe s
meVZlnn}!le aIt 1? c;o;::lliﬁon th}? attitude of a leader, Leadership Training, I am ch;nge g-le:lt]::m ;dszsante;uc
g, I heard an what self-interest is, and ready to make this major their shared val
announcement regardinga  how to build relationships ~ move for the commonJ ?fl‘r . t o har
; ; - - mm you want to have an
S;m%h:}niwl;nﬂl Le’ader with others. . good. I am locking into get-  impact on our commu-
P g. I wasn't able We discussed the major ting donations for the book  ni schools and
to go that year, due to me issues we faced in our com-  bags, contacting schools - - o_htj, aorenur 1 00'8 2ad our
Jjust joining Faith Coalition  munities, sources of power  that have the clear ba; the Faith goeaahs.e._]om rthe
for the Common Good, but  and how to find a path to policy, as well as conhi:tin Cor Gooc;l g&for the
Twas still determined ke power, running effective.  the NFL, Toys R Us, Staples Task Force eation
gzzzfogefl(:ﬂ;;:il b:ugms]:i.i‘l meetings and develop- and a few others who may ’

y leaders! s ing core teams. Bei . .
in my community as vpirell as thgre made me ?eeall]ilzge g:g?le to supply clear baok t_hf ;kgigﬂw a leader in
in my church byattending  that I couldn’t give up on T'm planning to develo Co'm.;znon G o:it}i'ogﬁw o
local leadership trainings. my efforts in helping my a core team of teammatel: Task F OF -

June 2015 was mytime  community and my self- who have the same self- masaﬁo oree. £ or more infor-
to go to Gamaliel National interest for stude: r Jaithooalition-il
ats to be org; 544-2297.

interest: for students to be





